
Unveiling the Lost History of Sindh: A
Comprehensive Review of "The Case of Sindh
1851-1929"
Nestled in the heart of South Asia, Sindh holds a rich and multifaceted
history that has often been overshadowed by the dominant narratives of the
Indian subcontinent. In his seminal work, "The Case of Sindh 1851-1929,"
Dr. Mubarak Ali casts a fresh light on this forgotten chapter, presenting a
comprehensive analysis of the region's struggle for autonomy and
independence during the British Raj era.
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Historical Context

Prior to the British conquest in 1843, Sindh was an independent kingdom
under the Talpur dynasty. However, the arrival of the British East India
Company disrupted the region's tranquility, leading to its annexation and
incorporation into the Bombay Presidency. This marked the beginning of a
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period of colonial exploitation and suppression that would last for nearly a
century.

The Rise of Sindhi Nationalism

The British Raj imposed a heavy tax burden on Sindh and neglected its
economic and social development. This led to widespread resentment
among the local population, which gradually coalesced into a nascent
nationalist movement. The book meticulously documents the growth of
Sindhi nationalism, highlighting the role of influential figures such as G.M.
Syed and Allah Bakhsh Soomro.

Struggle for Autonomy

The Sindhi nationalist movement advocated for greater autonomy and self-
governance within the British Empire. Dr. Ali provides detailed accounts of
the various constitutional proposals and negotiations that took place during
this period. He analyzes the interplay between the Sindhi leadership, the
British authorities, and the wider Indian nationalist movement.

The Road to Independence

As India moved closer to independence in the 1940s, the question of
Sindh's future became increasingly pressing. The book examines the
complex negotiations that led to the partition of India and the creation of
Pakistan. Dr. Ali argues that Sindh's aspirations for autonomy were
ultimately compromised in the interest of national unity.

Historical Significance

"The Case of Sindh 1851-1929" is a groundbreaking work that sheds light
on a crucial but often overlooked chapter in South Asian history. It provides



a nuanced understanding of the factors that shaped Sindh's struggle for
independence, revealing the region's resilience, determination, and the
complexities of the colonial era.

Book Summary

The book is divided into three main parts:

1. Part I provides a historical overview of Sindh before and during the
British conquest. 2. Part II explores the rise of Sindhi nationalism and the
struggle for autonomy. 3. Part III examines the role of Sindh in the Indian
independence movement and the aftermath of partition.

Author Biography

Dr. Mubarak Ali is a renowned historian and scholar specializing in South
Asian studies. He has written extensively on the history of Sindh and the
British Raj. His research has received critical acclaim for its rigor, originality,
and insights into the region's past.

"The Case of Sindh 1851-1929" is an essential read for anyone interested
in the history of Sindh, the British Raj, and the Indian independence
movement. It is a testament to the enduring spirit of the Sindhi people and
a valuable contribution to our understanding of South Asia's complex past.
By bringing the forgotten history of Sindh to light, Dr. Mubarak Ali has done
a great service to scholarship and the public alike.
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