
Thornton Wilder's The Skin of Our Teeth:
Breaking the Fourth Wall
Thornton Wilder's The Skin of Our Teeth is a groundbreaking play that
challenges theatrical conventions and explores the nature of reality. Written
in 1942, during the height of World War II, the play premiered on Broadway
in 1943 and won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama. The Skin of Our Teeth is a
complex and challenging work, but it is also a deeply rewarding one. The
play offers a unique perspective on the human condition and the nature of
time and existence.

The Fourth Wall

One of the most striking features of The Skin of Our Teeth is its use of the
fourth wall. The fourth wall is an imaginary wall that separates the actors
from the audience. In traditional theatre, the fourth wall is maintained, and
the actors pretend that the audience is not there. However, Wilder breaks
the fourth wall in The Skin of Our Teeth, allowing the actors to address the
audience directly.
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This breaking of the fourth wall has a number of effects. First, it creates a
sense of intimacy between the actors and the audience. The audience is no
longer just an observer; they are now part of the play. Second, it allows the
actors to comment on the action of the play and to share their thoughts and
feelings with the audience. Third, it creates a sense of unreality, as the
audience is constantly reminded that they are watching a play.

The Nature of Reality

The breaking of the fourth wall in The Skin of Our Teeth is not just a
theatrical device; it is also a way of exploring the nature of reality. The play
suggests that reality is not fixed and unchanging, but rather something that
is constantly being created and recreated. The characters in the play are
constantly shifting and changing, and the audience is never sure what is
real and what is not.

This sense of uncertainty is reflected in the play's structure. The Skin of
Our Teeth is a non-linear play, and it jumps back and forth in time. The
characters often contradict themselves, and the audience is left to piece
together the story for themselves. This structure creates a sense of
disorientation and confusion, and it forces the audience to question their
own assumptions about reality.

The Human Condition

The Skin of Our Teeth is ultimately a play about the human condition. The
play explores the themes of love, loss, and survival. The characters in the
play are all flawed and imperfect, but they are also capable of great love
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and courage. The play suggests that the human race is capable of great
resilience, and that we can overcome even the most difficult challenges.

The Skin of Our Teeth is a challenging and rewarding play that offers a
unique perspective on the human condition. The play's use of the fourth
wall and its exploration of the nature of reality make it a truly
groundbreaking work. If you are interested in theatre, drama, or literature,
then I highly recommend reading The Skin of Our Teeth.
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