
Sherry Lansing: The Trailblazing Pioneer Who
Shaped Hollywood
In the annals of Hollywood history, Sherry Lansing stands as a towering
figure, a trailblazing executive who shattered glass ceilings and left an
indelible mark on the entertainment industry. As the first woman to lead a
major Hollywood studio, Lansing's tenure at Paramount Pictures was
marked by groundbreaking projects, industry-defining decisions, and a
legacy of empowering female filmmakers.
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A Journey to the Top

Sherry Lansing's path to the summit of Hollywood was not without its
challenges. Born in Chicago in 1944, she developed a passion for film at an
early age. However, when she expressed her desire to work in the film
industry, she was met with skepticism and discouragement.
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Undeterred, Lansing studied drama and theater arts at Northwestern
University and went on to work in various roles in the entertainment
industry. In 1977, she joined 20th Century Fox as a creative executive,
where she played a pivotal role in developing and acquiring successful
films such as "Alien" and "The Empire Strikes Back."

Breaking Barriers at Paramount

In 1980, Lansing made history when she was appointed president of
production at Paramount Pictures. This groundbreaking move made her the
first woman to head a major Hollywood studio. At a time when the industry
was dominated by men, Lansing's appointment sent shockwaves through
Hollywood.

During her tenure at Paramount, Lansing oversaw the development and
production of some of the most iconic films of the era, including "Top Gun,"
"Beverly Hills Cop," and "Fatal Attraction." Her keen eye for talent and her
ability to identify promising projects propelled Paramount to the forefront of
the entertainment industry.

Empowering Female Filmmakers

Beyond her success as a studio executive, Lansing was a passionate
advocate for gender equality in the film industry. She recognized the lack of
opportunities for female filmmakers and made a conscious effort to
empower them.

Under Lansing's leadership, Paramount became known for its support of
female directors and producers. She championed films such as "Thelma &
Louise," "Fried Green Tomatoes," and "Braveheart," which broke new
ground in terms of female representation both on and off screen.



Oscar Glory and Industry Impact

In 1993, Lansing's contributions to the film industry were recognized with
the Academy Award for Best Picture for "Braveheart," co-produced by her
production company, Blue Light Productions. This historic moment marked
the first time a film produced by a woman had won the coveted award.

Lansing's impact on the entertainment industry extended beyond her
individual achievements. She served as a role model and inspiration for
aspiring female executives, proving that women could not only succeed in
Hollywood but also lead the way.

Legacy of Empowerment
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Sherry Lansing retired from Paramount in 1999, leaving behind a legacy of
empowerment, innovation, and excellence. She continued to work as a
producer and served on the boards of various organizations, including the
American Film Institute and the Motion Picture & Television Fund.

In 2016, Lansing published her memoir, "Leading Lady: Sherry Lansing and
the Making of Hollywood Groundbreaker," in which she shared her
experiences and insights as a woman navigating the male-dominated world
of Hollywood.

Sherry Lansing's pioneering spirit and unwavering dedication to breaking
down barriers made her a true trailblazer in the entertainment industry. Her
legacy of empowering female filmmakers and shaping the course of
Hollywood history continues to inspire and motivate generations to come.

Call to Action

Discover the extraordinary life and career of Sherry Lansing in her
captivating memoir, "Leading Lady: Sherry Lansing and the Making of
Hollywood Groundbreaker." Delve into the challenges she faced, the
successes she achieved, and the lasting impact she has had on the
entertainment industry.
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