
Muhammad Ali: The Life and Legacy of the
Greatest Boxer and Legend
Muhammad Ali was born Cassius Clay on January 17, 1942, in Louisville,
Kentucky. He began boxing at the age of 12, after his bike was stolen and
he vowed to beat up the thief. Ali won his first fight and went on to win six
Kentucky Golden Gloves titles and two national Golden Gloves titles.
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In 1960, Ali qualified for the Olympic Games in Rome, where he won a gold
medal in the light heavyweight division. After the Olympics, Ali turned
professional and quickly rose through the ranks. In 1964, he defeated
Sonny Liston to win the world heavyweight championship. Ali successfully
defended his title nine times before being stripped of it in 1967 for refusing
to be drafted into the Vietnam War.
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Ali was exiled from boxing for three years, but he returned to the ring in
1970 and regained the world heavyweight championship in 1974 by
defeating George Foreman in the "Rumble in the Jungle." Ali successfully
defended his title 10 times before losing to Leon Spinks in 1978. Ali
regained the title in 1978 and retired from boxing in 1981 with a record of
56-5.

After retiring from boxing, Ali became an activist and philanthropist. He
worked to promote racial equality and social justice, and he also founded
the Muhammad Ali Center, a museum and cultural center in Louisville,
Kentucky.

Muhammad Ali died on June 3, 2016, at the age of 74. He is widely
considered to be one of the greatest boxers of all time, and his legacy as
an activist and philanthropist continues to inspire people around the world.

Muhammad Ali's Boxing Career

Muhammad Ali had a remarkable boxing career, winning 56 of his 61 fights.
He was a master of the sweet science, and his quickness, agility, and
power made him a formidable opponent. Ali was also a master of trash talk,
and he often used his wit to intimidate his opponents.

Some of Ali's most famous fights include:

His 1964 victory over Sonny Liston, which made him the world
heavyweight champion

His 1971 "Fight of the Century" against Joe Frazier

His 1974 "Rumble in the Jungle" victory over George Foreman



His 1975 "Thrilla in Manila" rematch against Joe Frazier

Ali's boxing career was marked by both triumph and adversity. He was
stripped of his world heavyweight championship in 1967 for refusing to be
drafted into the Vietnam War, and he was exiled from boxing for three
years.

Despite these setbacks, Ali returned to the ring in 1970 and regained the
world heavyweight championship in 1974. He successfully defended his
title 10 times before losing to Leon Spinks in 1978. Ali regained the title in
1978 and retired from boxing in 1981 with a record of 56-5.

Muhammad Ali's Activism and Philanthropy

Muhammad Ali was more than just a boxer. He was also a vocal activist
and philanthropist. He used his platform to speak out against racial
inequality and social injustice, and he also founded the Muhammad Ali
Center, a museum and cultural center in Louisville, Kentucky.

Ali's activism began in the 1960s, when he became involved in the civil
rights movement. He joined the Nation of Islam and changed his name
from Cassius Clay to Muhammad Ali. Ali also refused to be drafted into the
Vietnam War, citing his religious beliefs.

After retiring from boxing, Ali continued to work for social justice. He spoke
out against apartheid in South Africa and he also worked to promote peace
and understanding between different cultures.

In 1990, Ali founded the Muhammad Ali Center in Louisville, Kentucky. The
center is a museum and cultural center that promotes peace,



understanding, and respect. The center also provides educational
programs for children and adults.

Muhammad Ali's Legacy

Muhammad Ali was one of the most iconic and influential figures of the 20th
century
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Unveiling the World of Tequila: A Collector's
Guide to Tequila Aficionado Magazine April
2024
: Prepare to embark on a tantalizing journey into the extraordinary world
of tequila with the highly anticipated April 2024 issue of Tequila
Aficionado Magazine. This...
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Hazel McCallion and the Development of
Mississauga: A Transformative Journey
: The Matriarch of Mississauga Hazel McCallion, affectionately known as
"Hurricane Hazel" for her unwavering determination and leadership,
served as the mayor of...
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