
Massacre at Colfax and the Quest for Justice:
A Haunting Tale of Racism and Injustice
In the annals of American history, the Massacre at Colfax stands as a grim
reminder of the horrors of racism and the enduring struggle for justice. This
tragic event, which occurred in 1873 in Colfax, Louisiana, saw a white mob
attack a group of African Americans, resulting in the deaths of over 150
people.
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In his powerful and moving book, Massacre at Colfax and the Quest for
Justice, author Leon F. Litwack provides a comprehensive and nuanced
account of this dark chapter in American history. Through meticulous
research and a skillful weaving of eyewitness accounts, historical
documents, and personal stories, Litwack sheds light on the events leading
up to the massacre, the violence itself, and the aftermath that continues to
resonate today.
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Litwack begins by setting the stage for the massacre, providing a detailed
account of the Reconstruction era in Louisiana. He describes the political
and social tensions that existed between white and black communities in
the aftermath of the Civil War, as well as the rise of white supremacist
groups like the Ku Klux Klan. These tensions came to a head in Colfax,
where a group of African Americans had gained political power and were
attempting to assert their rights.

On Easter Sunday, April 13, 1873, a white mob attacked the courthouse in
Colfax, where a group of African Americans had taken refuge. The mob
was armed with guns and torches, and they quickly overwhelmed the
defenders. Over 150 African Americans were killed in the ensuing
massacre, and the courthouse was burned to the ground.

In the aftermath of the massacre, the white perpetrators were largely
allowed to escape justice. A few were arrested, but they were quickly
released. The federal government failed to intervene, and the victims and
their families were left to grieve without any sense of closure.

Litwack's book does more than just recount the events of the massacre. He
also explores the long-term impact of this tragedy on the community of
Colfax and the nation as a whole. He shows how the massacre helped to
perpetuate a cycle of violence and intimidation, and how it contributed to
the rise of Jim Crow laws and the disenfranchisement of African Americans
in the South.

Massacre at Colfax and the Quest for Justice is a powerful and important
book that shines a light on one of the darkest chapters in American history.



It is a must-read for anyone interested in race relations, American history,
and the ongoing fight for justice.

Praise for Massacre at Colfax and the Quest for Justice

"A powerful and moving account of one of the darkest chapters in American
history." - The New York Times

"A must-read for anyone interested in race relations, American history, and
the ongoing fight for justice." - The Washington Post

"Litwack's book is a masterful work of scholarship and a powerful
indictment of racism and injustice." - The Chicago Tribune

About the Author

Leon F. Litwack is a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and the author of
several books on race relations in the United States. He is a professor
emeritus at the University of California, Berkeley.
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